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Dear Parents and Students, 
 
Our 2014 Foundation students enjoyed their second day her yesterday as 

part of their orientation program.  Parents also attended a briefing session about aspects 
of their child’s first year at school.  Thank you to Sharon Webster for all the work for this 
event and also to Naomi Robinson for the uniform information.  The last orientation day 
is on December 10th which is also the Year 7 statewide orientation.  Speaking of uni-
forms, our new style polo shirt is expected to be available mid December.  (We will have 
an example on display at that time).  There is currently a 10% discount on offer at Beleza, 
and you can also pre-order and lay–by uniform items. 
 
CHRISTMAS HAMPER: 

Tickets and donations:  With December almost here, we are sending home the tickets for 
the annual Christmas raffle with today’s newsletter.  Extra books are available at the of-
fice.  Can we ask all families to please donate an item or two for the hampers?  Drop 
them in at the office any time thanks. 
 
 SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PARTY:  
This newsletter also contains important information about our annual Christmas party on 
Thursday 19th December from 6.30pm.  Please check all details carefully, esp regarding 
children’s gifts. 
 
P-3 EXCURSION: 

We are all looking forward to this on Friday 6th December.  We will be leaving at 
8.30am sharp and returning at approximately 5pm.  In addition to exploring the  
Sanctuary, children will also be attending a Discovery session with wildlife staff.   
The cost of the excursion will be $30 per child.   
Payment and permission forms are required before the excursion , please see Sharyn at 
the office. 
 
GRADE 6 SUMMIT EXPERIENCE: 

We wish our grade six students a fantastic day tomorrow as they attend the last Mt Worth 
cluster activity of primary school.  Have fun everyone! 
 
Regards Chris & Staff 



 DIARY DATES 

NOV   

Friday 29th   Grade 6 Summit Camp 

 
DEC 

Friday 6th  P-3 Healesville Excursion 

Tuesday 10th   Statewide Orientation Day 

   School Council 

Friday 13th  School Disco 

Monday 16th  Grade 6 Function 

Thursday 19th  School Christmas Party 

Friday 20th  Last day Term 4 1.30 finish 

 

 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

JOEL BOWDEN 

ALANA CAWCUTT 

KAELAN ABLETT 

SHANI BALLANTYNE 

DYLAN FINGER 

BAYLIN ROURKE 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2013 Darnum P.S Tug of 
War Champions are the  
Wild Waffles. 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
On Friday the 13th of December the grade 5/6’s are planning to have a junior and senior disco 

and sell icy poles and it’s all for a good cause. All profits will go to UNICEF (United Nations 

International Children’s Emergency Fund). There will be free dress and face painting too! 

The prep, one, two’s will be first at 12:30 – 1:30pm 

The three, four, five, six will be going later at 2:30 – 3:30pm 

All you need for entry is a gold coin donation. 

Icy poles will cost 50 cents. 

This is the last and only fundraising event this term. 

From Lachie and the 5/6’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Friday Students, Parents and Teachers participated in Walk to School day!  We started at 
the Darnum Musical Village and walked to the park to pick up a load of kids, and kept walk-
ing to the school.  When we got to school we all got some delicious fruit!  Kids that brought 
their scooters rode on the Basketball court, and people who brought their bikes rode on the 
oval.  It was an AMAZING DAY and we all had a great time. 
By Maddy and Ruby! 

A big thank you to Constable 
Tracey for coming to Darnum 
Primary School to show the 
Prep and Prep /One’s all about 
being a Police Officer. 
 



 

Dear Parents 
At our Christmas Party, Thursday 19th December, we will be having a visit 
from Santa Claus’ helpers.  If you wish your child/ren to receive a gift from 
Santa, could you please provide the school with a well wrapped,  
clearly named, including grade level, inexpensive present.   
IT MUST BE UNDER $10.00 in value please. 
Gifts can be left in the Principal’s office. 
The joy is in seeing the children greet Santa and receive a gift, not the size or 
cost of that present! 
 
Thank you  
School Council. 

School council reminds everyone that parents, NOT staff, are  
responsible for the behaviour of their children and guests.  
All children should remain within the school grounds throughout the night.  
Please assist us to ensure we all have a safe and happy party. 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

Please bring ALL your own picnic items, chairs, rugs, card tables etc.  
IT IS A NON-ALCHOHOL EVENT...please respect this. 
The Darnum Shop are offering a range of meal options, and we have included their 
menu with this newsletter. Please note that all items ordered through the shop must be 
ordered prior to 2pm. 

 

MENU 

• Hamburgers  * Fish  * Chips  * Potato cakes   
• * Dim Sims * Schnitzel Sandwiches   

• Schnitzel/Chips + gravy  * Chicken Strips  * Spring Rolls  * Chiko Rolls   
• * Seafood Basket 

 
* Baked Potato –Butter/ sour cream, cheese, coleslaw/ onion, bacon 

* Wedges– salsa/ sour cream 



 

Dear Parents, 

I am pleased to inform you about the 
classes and structures for Darnum  

Primary School in 2014. With an  
expected enrolment of approx. 130 in 

2014, we will continue to run six  
homerooms and keep our numbers in 

each room/class as small as possible.  
 

In summary, these are: 
 

• Continuing the six classroom model. 
Note the new Education Dept name 

for ‘Preps’ is now “Foundation” 

 
• All students from Foundation to 

Grade 3 will continue to operate from 
the main building. These classes will all 

be ‘straight’ grade levels in 2014. 
 

 
• The senior school will operate two 

classes, both composite, of a 4/5 and a 
5/6 split. Please read following the  

details of how this is decided. 
 

 
• All classes in 2014 will have addition-

al support staff, such as teacher aides, 
working with the various teachers and 

children throughout the week. This will 

be a great bonus for our school next 
year! 

 
 

The following questions and answers may assist parents un-
derstanding of the grade make up process.   
 
1. In 2014, how many grades will there be?   
 
For 2014, there will be 6 classes. We have decided to continue 
this to allow for smaller class sizes across the whole school.  
 

2.   What will the classes be? 
 
Foundation:  22 students 
One:   22 students 
Two:  20 students 
Three:    23 students 
Four/five 21 students 
Five/Six:     22 students 
 
Our specialists will be in the areas of Music, Science, MARC 
and Japanese. Art will be taken by classroom teachers. School 
council will work towards providing a new art facility as soon 
as possible in 2014. 
 
 

3.   How do you work out how many grades and how many 
straight or composite grades there will be for next year? 
There are several factors taken into account including:  the number 
of students exiting at year 6 or at other year levels, the number of 
incoming students at prep and other year levels, the required aver-
age class size for Prep to 2, the number of classroom teachers and 
specialist teachers at various levels of experience afforded by the 

staffing budget, the groups of students at different year levels and 
their needs (e.g. some year levels have significantly more boys or 
girls, or there may be several students with similar learning needs at 
the same grade level).  
 

 

4.   Why do we have some composite grades?   
The main factor is the number of students at each year level bal-
anced with the number of classroom teachers afforded by the staffing 
budget.  Other considerations are described in answer 3. One of the 
main factors is to keep class sizes as small as possible within the 
yearly budget. 
 

 
5.   How do you decide which kids go into the composite clas-
ses and which kids go into a ‘straight’ grade? 
When teachers make up new grades, they consider the number of 
boys and girls; siblings; students who have particular disabilities; 
students who have particular learning styles or needs, including those 
needing behaviour management plans or who have particular social 
issues.  Students are grouped according to these needs, rather than 
selecting them for a straight or composite class. 
 
 
 

Information for parents.  

Classes for 2014  



6.   How do teachers make sure they are teaching to 
the right level when there are two year levels in the 
one classroom (a composite class)?   
 
Teaching has developed considerably over the last few  
years and is very different to what parents may have  
experienced at school.   
 
Research tells us that students learn best when: 
1. the learning environment is supportive & productive 
2. the learning environment promotes independence, in-
terdependence, challenge and self-motivation 
3. students’ needs, backgrounds, perspectives and inter-
ests are reflected in the learning program 
4. students are challenged and supported to develop deep 
levels of thinking and application 
5. assessment practices are an integral part of teaching 
and learning 
6. learning connects strongly with communities and prac-
tice beyond the classroom. 
Through research, there is an increasing recognition of the 
importance and success of classrooms that can be charac-
terised as ‘learning communities’. In these classrooms, 

there is an emphasis on building rich meanings for ideas 
rather than completing tasks. Students in these class-
rooms are intellectually engaged, and they feel a sense of 
collaborative partnership with their peers and their teach-
ers. Classrooms like these are extremely rewarding places 
in which to teach and learn. 
 
Our teachers focus the development of their teaching skills 
based on the above guidelines.  The teachers carefully get 
to know each student (point 3 above), assess their 
knowledge and skills (point 5) and then plan and deliver a 
program tailored to meet those needs (points 2, 4, 6).  
Teachers plan and teach different skills to individuals, 
small groups and larger groups.  The groups vary through-
out the day and over the weeks, depending on the subject 
and teaching focus.  Students in the younger year level of 
a composite may be grouped with students in the next 
year level, as long as their learning needs at that time are 
the same (points 1, 2 and 3 and 4).  Teachers keep very 
detailed records of the progress each student makes so 
that their planning meets those needs very directly (point 
5).  Both straight and composite classes can have a wide 
range of abilities and strengths that need to be taken into 
account by teachers. 
 

7. If my child is placed into a composite class in the 
younger grade level, does this mean they are a high 
achieving child, or an underachieving higher grade 
level student?  
No, as described above, the group of students in any class 
is a combination of factors such as those described in an-
swer 5, not just their achievement levels. 
 

8. In a composite class, my child may be working 
with students older or younger.  Does this matter? 

Ages vary in all classes.  Abilities, skills and knowledge and 
learning styles vary across all students depending on their 
experiences and age.    
In addition, the minimum age means that students start-
ing school can vary by around 18 months.  A student must 
be 5 years old by the 30th of April in the year they start 
school.  There are a number of parents who prefer their 
child to be 5 turning 6, rather than 4 turning 5 the year 
they start school, especially if their birthday is in the early 
part of the year.  Some children turn 5 in the second half 
of the year, prior to starting school, so they are already 
older.  This mix of ages continues and in a composite 
grade, some of the older students in the lower grade level 
can be older than the younger students in the upper grade 
level.    
 

9.   I was in a composite class when I went to school.  
Each grade had different work to do.  Is it still the same? 
No, in the past there was work set for a grade level.  These 
days, teachers constantly monitor and assess learning skills and 
needs and plan work and activities to challenge each individual 
child, not a class level.  Children are grouped and taught ac-
cording to their individual needs, as described in the answer to 
question 6.  The teachers assess each child, plan for each child 
(Individual Education Plans are an example of this) and coach or 
guide each child to the next level of achievement.  Sometimes 
this does involve giving instructions to the whole class, however 
the teacher will then do focussed work with small groups or indi-
viduals.   
 
10.   Who is my child’s teacher next year? 
 

This information will be sent 

home on the state-wide year 7 

ORIENTATION DAY, December 

10th 2013 
 
 
 
 

Finally, I believe that these changes 
to our structures for 2014 will provide 

some excellent opportunities for our 
students and staff to continue to  

provide educational excellence in a 
 rural school setting. I am particularly  

excited about the chance for the staff 
to work together in teams and for 

class sizes enabling the best uses of 
our building spaces. 
 
 

One of the highlights of our school is 

that all teachers work closely together 
in teams and take responsibility for all 

children, not just those in their own 
classroom, and many of the daily ac-

tivities and lessons are undertaken 
with combined classes working  

together! 
 
 
 
Chris Eeles 
Principal 


